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influence, not conviction; for, at this time, he was more
interested in Agnosticism than Christianity. Indeed, for a
year before Confirmation, he had been airing his sceptical
views, and for nearly two years following, his chief idols
were Voltaire, Rousseau and Paine. And whatever inspira-
tion these writers provided for "Radical" reformers on
the Continent, they developed in young Barnardo only a
cynical priggishness, which made him sceptical of all
regenerative power. But this was soon to change.
On leaving school Barnardo, through his father's influence,
secured a good business post, whereat he exhibited ability
and method. But his heart was not in business. Reading
was still his master-passion; and the arguments of the
Agnostics still captivated his mind. On all sides he empha-
sized his "rational" outlook, scoffing equally at the Bible
and at organized Christianity.
At this time Ireland was in the grip of a revival which
caused thousands of twice-born men to enlist for service in
the Kingdom of God. This awakening began far North in
1859, and the following year reached Belfast, where its
influence was profound. Then, proceeding South, a tidal
wave of spiritual power passed over Dublin. The Metro-
politan Hall, previously a circus building, was the centre
of operations; but auxiliary meetings were held in other
quarters. And as enthusiasm spread, several members of
the Barnardo family, including two of Tom's elder brothers,
one of whom became a medical doctor and the other a
civil servant in India, accepted the Lordship of Christ.
But although these brothers told Tom of their newly found
joy, and pleaded with him to consecrate his life to Christ's
service, he still scoffed. Finally, however, he agreed to
attend the revival meetings and judge for himself.
Here he witnessed striking demonstrations of spiritual
power. But his masters had taught him subtle arguments
wherewith to explain away religious experience. Was not
all this emotional hysteria? The revival results were psycho-